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CONFIDENTIAL ANKARA 3378 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, MASS, TU, CY, GR 

SUB J : NATO SECRETARY GENERAL LUNS' VISIT TO ANKARA 

REF: ANKARA 3343 

1. SUMMARY: NATO SECRETARY GENERAL LUNS, FOLLOWING 
ATTENDANCE AT BILDENBERG CONFERENCE NEAR IZMIR, VISITED 
ANKARA APRIL 28-29 AT INVITATION OF TURKISH GOVERNMENT 
(GOT). HE MET WITH KEY MEMBERS OF NEW GOVERNMENT, 
PRESIDENT AND CHIEF OF TURKISH GENERAL STAFF (TGS). 

GOT TERMED MEETINGS USEFUL, AND LUNS INDICATED TO 
AMBASSADOR HIS SATISFACTION WITH TALKS. TURKISH PRESS 
GAVE EXTENSIVE, FAVORABLE COVERAGE TO VISIT. END SUMMARY. 
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2. ACCORDING TO MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS (MFA) OFFICIAL, 

LUNS HAD SEPARATE 90-MINUTE MEETINGS WITH PRIME MINISTER 
DEMIREL, MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS CAGLAYANGIL, MINISTER 
OF DEFENSE MELEN, CHIEF OF GENERAL STAFF SANCAR, AND A TWO- 
HOUR "VERY PROFITABLE" MEETING WITH PRESIDENT KORUTURK. 

MFA OFFICIAL CHARACTERIZED LUNS' VISIT AS MOST USEFUL, 

COMMENTING THAT MEETINGS GAVE NEW GOVERNMENT OPPORTUNITY 
TO PRESENT TO SECRETARY GENERAL ITS VIEWS ON CYPRUS AND 

U.S. ARMS EMBARGO. HE SAID THAT GENERAL SANCAR HAD 
DISCUSSED WITH LUNS TURKISH REQUIREMENTS FOR MILITARY 
SPARE PARTS AND EQUIPMENT. 

3. AT AIRPORT PRIOR TO HIS DEPARTURE, LUNS TOLD AMBASSADOR 
THAT IN TALKS WITH TURKISH OFFICIALS HE HAD EMPHASIZED THAT 
TURKS MUST NOT REGARD GREECE OUT OF NATO SINCE GOG 
RETAINS CONTRACTUAL RELATIONSHIP WITH THE ORGANIZATION. IN 
RESPONSE TO STRONG TURKISH PROTESTS THAT U.S. ARMS EMBARGO 
AGAINST A NATO ALLY WAS AN UNPRECENDENTED STEP. LUNS SAID 
HE HAD POINTED OUT THAT U.S. HAD IMPOSED AN ARMS EMBARGO 

ON THE NETHERLANDS DURING INDONESIAN REVOLUTION AND, ALTHOUGH 
SITUATION BECAME VERY DIFFICULT, IT WAS WORKED OUT. LUNS 
PREDICTED TURKEY'S CURRENT PROBLEM WITH U.S. WOULD ALSO 
BE WORKED OUT. LUNS EXPRESSED PARTICULAR SATISFACTION OVER 
HIS TALK WITH PRESIDENT KORUTURK. 

4. PRESS COVERAGE OF VISIT FOCUSED ON SECRETARY GENERAL S 
STATEMENTS FOLLOWING HIS TALKS WITH GOT OFFICIALS. LUNS 
REPORTEDLY TOLD NEWSMEN THAT NATO MEMBERS WERE WORKING 
TO SEE HOW THEY COULD MEET TURKEY S ARMS NEEDS RESULTING 
FROM U.S. EMBARGO. HEADLINES STRESSED HIS REPORTED 
STATEMENT THAT THE WEAKENING OF TURKEY MEANT THE WEAKENING 
OF NATO. LUNS ALSO REPEATED PUBLICLY HIS ALREADY EXPRESSED HOPE 
THAT THE U.S. CONGRESS WOULD LIFT THE EMBARGO. 

5. SEVERAL STORIES ON LUNS’ VISIT CITED "POLITICAL 
OBSERVERS" AS SAYING THE AIM OF THE SECRETARY GENERAL'S 
CONSULTATIONS IN ANKARA WAS TO DISSUADE TURKISH AUTHORITIES 
FROM ANY "IMPULSIVE" REACTION TO U.S. EMBARGO. AN MFA 
SPOKESMAN DENIED PUBLISHED REPORTS (REFTEL THAT TURKISH 
GOVERNMENT WOULD FAVOR LUNS' MEDIATION ON CYPRUS QUESTION. 
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HE SAID : "IT IS OUT OF THE QUESTION FOR THE SECRETARY GENERAL 
TO MAKE MEDIATORY EFFORTS BY HIMSELF WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF THIS 
MISSION WITHOUT THE JOINT REQUEST OF THE TWO COUNTRIES. TURKEY 
HAS MADE NO REQUEST ON THIS ISSUE." 
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